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a neal 
Christian Homes ™ vere oe 
a ECORD 
The heart of the nation, and its hope, 13) pr the, payne. 





But not just in any kind of home; in Chritbn-omesm 


Christian homes are impossible without Christian wives and 
mothers. 


And Christian wives and mothers are impossible without 
Christ in their hearts. 





LL TET 


Thank God for the influence of Christian women, women 
whose faith 1s in God and His Christ, whose daily lives 
are centered in and strengthened by the Word of God and 

| by prayer. 











Women have made and are making great contributions to 
contemporary life but God has given them, in a special i 
way, the opportunity and the privilege of shaping the 
| course of the future by then Christian faith and living 
today. 





May God give us more Christian homes! 
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EDITORIAL 


Bringing The Skeleton 
Out Of The Closet 


With all due reverence the title is referring to an 
“almost departed” friend of old line Presbyterians, 
namely, The Shorter Catechism. This document is 
a relic of ecclesiastical aristocracy and holds a se- 
cure high place in Presbyterian history. In some re- 
spects it is like the Grandfather’s Clock that stands 
on the stairway landing, “grim and unyielding,” 
defying removal, a valued heirloom, but isn’t run- 
ning any more. 


Doctor William Childs Robinson, of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., has taken a 
long step toward restoring this unexcelled doctrinal 
Statement to the present generation and those to 
follow. He has written a most interesting and il- 
luminating commentary on The Shorter Catechism, 
taking it question and answer, seriatim, in sim- 
ple language which can be understood by a child; 
and by practical and homey illustrations, has shown 
how the Catechism’s faithful presentation of God’s 
Word is as adaptable to these modern (and par- 
lous!) times as ever it has been in the past—if not 
more so! The title of the brochure is ““The Chris- 
tian Faith According ‘To The Shorter Catechism.’”’* 
There are forty-one pages packed full of useful and 
inspiring information anent the Shorter Catechism 
questions and answers. In perusing it I am struck 
with its value to young people in making their pro- 
grams, and yes, to ministers in choosing a subject 
for sermons and the preparation of them. For in- 
stance, on the question, ‘“What is effectual calling ?” 

*Can be had by addressing THe SouTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, Weaverville, N. C. Sin- 
gle copies, 25¢ postpaid; one dozen copies, $2.50; 
100 copies, $20.00. 


~ 


PAGE 2 


and the answer: “Effectual calling is the work of 
God’s Spirit, whereby convincing us of our sin and 
misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of 
Christ, and renewing our wills, He doth persuade 
and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered 
to us in the Gospel,” Dr. Robinson comments: 
‘This is a very personal way of describing our con- 
version. God is a person, | am a person. He calls 
me and I come to Him ... An effectual call is one 
that gets results. When Mr. Curtis Green was a 
boy and played with our boys, his mother would 
call, ‘Curtis!’ and often there was no _ response. 
When the call, ‘Curtis Green!’ became more in- 
sistent he would lift an eye. But whenever it be- 
came ‘CurTIs VANCE GREEN!’ he would say: 
‘Now she means business, I must go.’ The last was 
an effectual call.” Any stubborn boy will under- 
stand that. Further the author says: ‘“‘Effectual call- 
ing is a work, not merely an act. Indeed several 
steps or stages may be distinguished in it. In one 
step the Holy Spirit convicts or convinces us of our 
sin. It is all too easy to think about somebody else’s 
sins and to excuse ourselves. When the Holy Spirit 
works upon our hearts we stop excusing our- 
selves and hate our disobedience to and rebellion 
against God More important still, the Holy 
Spirit shows us Christ ... The Spirit removes the 
ignorance and the prejudice from our minds so that 
we see Christ as the One who loved us and gave 
Himself up to save us Yet another thing the 
gracious Spirit does. Jesus said: ‘No man can come 
unto me, except the Father which sent me draw 
him.’ Our fallen nature is dead in trespasses and 
sins. Our wills are held in bondage to our evil de- 
sires, pleasures and lusts. Here is a steel needle on 
a pivot. It turns this way and that, as the various 
currents of air strike it. But magnetize that needle 
and it will settle down in a steady point to the mag- 
netic North. It has now become a useful compass. 
What magnetizing does to the needle, the Holy 
Spirit does to the will. He gives it a new purpose 
and a new direction, Instead of letting it wander 
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hither and yonder over the things of the world, He 

directs it to Christ and the things of God.” It would 
a dull mind indeed that could escape such reason- 
vy as that. 


The Shorter Catechism embraces more wisdom, 

re practical spiritual application to the daily 
needs of Christians today than many thousands of 
wks and commentaries which are coming off the 
ress in these modern times, to say nothing of its 
terary excellence which is unsurpassed. When this 
writer was coming up, the Shorter Catechism was 
standard equipment” in the Sunday School and in 
the Presbyterian home. It was faithfully memorized 
ind “recited,” a common mark of respectability. 
| wish Dr. Robinson’s commentary might have 
been in circulation then!) Many a _ youngster, 
though uttering words he did not understand at the 
time, found it in his later years’ memory illumi- 
nating Bible truth for him like nothing else could. 
lt was so in my case, and admiration and respect 
for it grew with the advance of years. In London 
| sought out the Jerusalem Chamber, a rather re- 
mote section of Westminster Abbey, because it was 
the birthplace of The Shorter Catechism. The 
chamber was undergoing repairs at the time and a 
special permit to visit was necessary. The wonderful 
tapestries, of priceless value, had been taken down 
and stored safely away and the large room was bare 
of furniture. The carpenters were in there, four of 
them, sitting on a pile of lumber, sipping their mid- 
afternoon tea. The verger, showing me around, 
pointed out the place where the Moderator of the 
Assembly sat. I asked if by any chance he might 
indicate the spot where George Gillespie stood 
when he made his momentous prayer. Indeed he 
could: “Right here, sir, is the place,” he replied, 
pointing. On a sudden impulse I stepped to the 
place indicated and with hat in hand repeated that 
wonderful answer in the Shorter Catechism to the 
question, ‘““What is God?” “God is a Spirit, in- 
finite, eternal and unchangeable, in His being, wis- 
dom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.” 
On the first word those four carpenters removed 
their caps and held their teacups suspended until | 
had finished. Most Presbyterians are familiar with 
the fact that after some davs of discussion, trying to 
arrive at an acceptable definition, Gillespie, the 
voungest member of the Assembly, was called on to 
lead in prayer for guidance. ‘Those were the open- 
ng words of his prayer, and immediately after his 
Amen” they were unanimously adopted as a cleat 
nswer to the question, ““What is God ?” 








The Law And The Gospel 


in relation to 
Divorce AND RE-MARRIAGE 











































The proposed amendments to the Confession of 
Faith and the Book of Church Order seek to pre- 
ent the Gospel as well as the Law with reference 
to Divorce and Re-marriage. And the Gospel as 
well as the Law is needed to give a total Christian 
presentation of this difficult matter. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ presented the Gospel as 
well as the Law in His own dealings with those 
who had sinned in marriage relations. As His Gos- 
pel reached the lost sheep of the House of Israel, 
the publicans and harlots entered the Kingdom 
ahead of the self-righteous Pharisees. He gave the 
Gospel to the woman of ill-repute at the well of 
Sychar, to the sinner who anointed His feet in the 
house of Simon the Pharisee, to Mary of Magdala, 
and to the woman taken in adultery. 


Our Lord did not, however, lower the sanctity 
of the moral law. Matthew 5:17-19; 15:1-13; Luke 
16:17; John 14:15-21; 15:14; all show the regard 
with which He clothed the law of God. Then in 
Matthew 5:31-32: 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-13; Luke 
16:18 Jesus’ teachings strengthened the marriage 
tie, making adultery more heinous, and discouraging 
divorce, 


We fear that these things will not follow the 
adoption of the proposed revisions. In our opinion, 
paragraph V of the proposed revised chapter of 
the Confession together with the repeated descrip- 
tion of adultery by the minimistic word ‘“‘mere”’ in 
the proposed revision of the Book of Church Order 
weaken the authority of the seventh commandment 
and the sanctity of the marriage vow. 


For the Church to sanction re-marriage after di- 
vorce for every and for any cause runs counter to 
our Lord’s major emphasis as given in the longer 
passages both in Mark and in Matthew, and con- 
sequently weakens His teachings. 

* * * *& & * 


If the proposed revision is to be accepted in the 
Confession of Faith, it seems to us that several modi- 
fications ought to be made in the revisions proposed 
for the Book of Church Order. For one thing, the 
Session, and not merely the Pastor, ought to be the 
Church in action in these matters. Then, there ought 
to be a time lapse between divorce and re-marriage. 
One vear is now required in the USA Church and 





—W.CS. in the proposed Plan of Union. Thirdly, could a 
l » P J ! Prest rian t% 1 fo th tatement, defense and propagation of 
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provision be devised that would piace divorced per- 
sons under the instruction of the session as soon as 
the divorce became effective, and not merely when 
a particular divorcee wished to be re-married. With- 
out the latter pressure, the Gospel and the Law 
with their several implications bearing on this mat- 
ter could be better taught. Then in unhurried fash- 
ion, the Session could decide when these persons 
severally gave evidence of genuine faith, of accep- 
tance with God, and of full purpose of future Chris- 


—W.C.R. 


WholsOn Trial? 


Not long ago a group of tourists visited one of 
the great art galleries in Florence, Italy. As they 
came out of the building one of them remarked to 
the custodian: “I do not care much for your pic- 
tures.” To which she received the immediate reply: 
“It is not the pictures which are on trial, it is the 
visitors.” 


tian living. 


Never have there been more who sit in judge- 
ment on the Word of God than in our own day. 
But never has it been truer than now that it ts the 
Bible which sits in judgment on men, not men on 


the Bible. 


Critical study of the Scriptures—determining 
context background and obscure meaning—has been 
a blessing to all who have shared in the results of 
such study and research. But, when the Bible is 
taken up with the cold critical attitude of a scholar- 
ship which accepts only that which can be proven 
by human standards and methods, the inevitable 
result is that it becomes a closed book. The Bible, 
written by men guided and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit Himself, remains an enigma to man until 
this same Spirit opens his heart and mind. Paul was 
not speaking lightly when he said: “But the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 


Dr. Cortland Myers used to tell the story of the 
two men who knew their Bibles better than any 
others of his acquaintance. One was the Negro 
janitor at Tremont Temple, a man who never had 
any formal schooling and who learned to read with 
great difficulty. He never read his Bible except on 
his knees, sometimes for three or four hours at a 
time. The other was a ereat Hebrew scholar and a 
great Christian. He would go to his desk, open his 
Hebrew Bible, and drop his face down between its 
pages and pray: “Oh, Lord Jesus, may the Holy 
Spirit teach me the Word today.” 


Little wonder that these two men, so far apart in 
intellectual training and equipment, were men of 
God, with a God-given insight and power denied to 
those who look lightly on God's Word. 


“The wise men are ashamed, they are dismayec 
and taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the 
Lord; and what wisdom —L.N.B. 


is in them?” 
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Dr. George L. Robinson 


Commends Studies 
In The R.S.V. 


The eighty-nine-year-old Bible Professor of Me- 
Cormick Theological Seminary has written giving 
his blessing to the studies in the R.S.V. presented 
by Dr. Wm. C. Robinson. Dr. George L. Robinson 
graduated from Princeton Theological Seminary 60) 
vears ago and has taught the Old Testament at M 
Cormick Theological Seminary since—until his re- 
tirement as professor emeritus. He is still, however, 
entirely active, working for the last eighteen 
months translating Isaiah, Job and Ezekiel. 


Amid a number of personal remarks, we take the 
liberty of culling the several references this noted 
scholar makes to the studies in the R.S.V., thus: 


“Have read with great interest, and in most 
cases with hearty approval, your criticisms of 
the R.S.V. And I break the long silence be- 
tween us to say that | still think of you as al- 
most a relative!” ‘““Your criticism is exceedingly 
scholarly.” ‘““The world needs your positive 
faith.” 


On our part, The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
felicitates this venerable scholar on his long and 
faithful service in preaching, teaching, and defend- 
ing the Holy Scriptures. Dear “Cousin,” you have 
fought a good fight for the integrity of the Holy 
Scriptures, you are still running your course with a 
heroic stride, you have kept the faith, henceforth 
there is laid up for you the crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give you 
at that day! 


ee eae @ 


Incidentally, may attention also be called to an 
other pair of sentences in which Jesus ought to be 
addressed as “thou,” rather than as “you,” namely, 
Acts 1:6 and Matthew 14:33? 


In the first of these cases Jesus has assured His 
disciples of the actuality of His resurrection by 
many proofs, He has asserted all authority and com 
missioned them to disciple all nations, He promises 
the coming of the Holy Spirit. The disciples recog 
nize His Lordship and His power to restore th 
kingdom to Israel. Yet the R.S.V. has them addres: 
the risen Lord, immediately preceding His Ascen 
sion, by the pronoun they use for man, “you.” We 
do not believe that Luke so wrote it. 


In the Matthean record, Jesus has just come t 
the disciples walking on the waters, He has rescued 
Peter from sinking and has brought the despairing 
disciples from the stormy sea to safe land. They 
worship Him saying: ‘Truly, thou art (not as the 
R.S.V. renders you are) the Son of God.” More 
over, the first three words in the Greek here are 
wentical with the first three in the centurion’s ex 
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clamation in Matthew 27:54. The literalistic ren- 
dering of both could be: ‘Truly, God’s Son.” Mat- 
thew 14:33 is an added reason for holding that the 
author meant Matthew 27:54, not, as the R.S.V. 
gives it, “a son of God,” but as the older versions 
have it, “the Son of God.” 


In both Matthew 14:33 and Matthew 27:54 
God’s Son” is a predicate nominative preceding 
the verb. Now, it is an established rule of Greek 
yrammar, set forth by Dr. E. C. Colwell, of Chi- 
cago and Emory, and endorsed by Dr. Bruce M. 
\letzger, of Princeton, that “a definite predicate 
nominative has the article when it follows the verb; 
it does not have the article when it precedes the 
verb.”"* Thus, according to Greek grammar, Mat- 
thew 27:54 as truly as Matthew 14:33, ought to be 
rendered, “the Son of God.” We have already 
shown that on exegetical grounds it ought to have 
the same rendering as Matthew 27:40 and 27:43, 
which indeed echo 26:63. On grammatical and on 
exegetical grounds we reject the R.S.V. translation 
of Matthew 27:54. ‘a son of God.” —W.C.R. 


*Theology Today, April 1953, Page 75. 


What Is The Gospel 
According To You? 


If you are in Church on Sunday the people who 
see you there may presume that you are a Christian. 


But, what about the people with whom you come 
in contact during the week—on the street, in your 
office, in your store, in the multiplied places where 
vou make those inevitable daily contacts? 


Orthodox Christian profession has its place. At- 
tendance at and active participation in the activities 
and program of the Church are an inescapable part 
of Christian living. But, as we all know, the bus- 
iness of making a living, the responsibilities of a 
home, the daily routine, all combine to test the 


reality of our Christian experience and faith. 


In these daily contacts what do others see? Can 
our week-day associates tell that we are Christians? 
Do casual acquaintances see anything in us to sug- 
gest that we are different from those who do not 
know Christ? Certainly one of the real tests of 
Christian character is to be found in the lives we 
live from day to day. 


The reality of our Christian profession is shown 
many ways—the things we savy as well as the 
things we do not say. The things we do, as well as 
the things we do not do; for while Christianity is 
not primarily a matter of externals, nevertheless it 
oes find expression in the conversation, habits, re- 


reation, emphases and ambitions to be noted in 
ne’s daily life. 


ULY 
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Does our conversation honor Christ? Are our 
habits those of which He approves? Are our sources 
of recreation those in which His presence can be a 
part? Do we bow our heads in a word of thanks 
when eating in a public place? Can people tell 
from the emphasis which we attach to material 
things whether we have “set our affection on things 
above” or whether we are primarily attached to 
this world? Do people see in us an ambition for 
place and position out of accord with that of a 
Christian? We should ask ourselves these and many 
other questions, for, in such things, men judge 
whether men are Christians or not. 


There is one sure way whereby a Christian can 
let his light shine for His glory—start the day with 
God's Word and on one’s knees in prayer. From 
such a beginning Christians go out to show how 
worthwhile life can be in the world. All should see 
in us the poise, serenity, joy and effectiveness of life 
and purpose which is not to be found anywhere else 
in this world. 


Only by living can we honor the Name we bear. 


—L.N.B. 
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ANGLERS 


Lesson Number 16 


Young Fishermen 

The enthusiasm of youth is unbounded. What- 
ever may be the cause that really enlists the interest 
of youth, as a rule calls for an all out investment of 
strength, time and the will to win. Yes, even in 
fishing. As a boy | thought it not too much to get 
up at four in the morning, walk five miles to Dykes 
Creek, carrying poles, tackle, bait and lunch, fish 
all day and walk back in time for a late supper. | 
wouldn't (couldn't) do it now. Youth literally 
flings itself into the effort, regardless, Look at the 
football team in action. ‘Those young fellows throw 
themselves around as though there were no bones or 
necks to break or blood to let. What matters if 
they are carried off the field in an ambulance? Life 
is abundant and there’s plenty to spare. 


It is interesting (really thrilling) to note that 
when youth comes under the spell of the Master 
Fisherman, hears the challenge of His “Come after 
Me and [| will make you to become fishers of men,” 
and enlists in His service, it is with that same dis- 
regard of self, of personal safety, of scorn or criti- 
cism. 


Here comes in Anglers’ mail an “experience” 
from a prep school student, a fair illustration of 
what is stated in the foregoing paragraphs. He and 
his “buddy” did not hesitate to get down on their 
knees on the side of the road and ask God for guid- 
ance and help in what they were trying to do—up 
to that time without success. Somewhat like Eliezer 
with uplifted hands to heaven, at the well by the 
city of Nahor, waiting for Rebekah to come out. 
(Gen. 24:11-24). Then later, getting their pros 
pect, a truck driver, on his knees in penitence and 
tears and a joyous surrender, This is a rare incident 
in Christian service, but it shouldn't be. Whenever 
the followers of Christ realize that He is the only 
hope for lost sinners who are all around us and 
right at our elbows, and those followers are willing 
to stifle their pride and really yo to work, there will 
come a widespread Revival. 


Even so, may it be! 


We heard of this incident and asked the boy to 
write it out for us. A leather bound copy of The 
Testament For Fishers Of Men is on its way to 
him. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


Our school is 4% miles from the city. 


My buddy and | got permission to spend the 
evening in town; time limit to be back in our room, 
10:15 p.m. We took some tracts to hand out on the 
sidewalk, but the response was discouraging. We 
planned to hitch-hike back to school, and we got 
down on our knees and asked the Lord to give us 
a ride with some lost soul that we might vet have 
success in witnessing for Him. A truck came along 
and stopped to let us get in on the seat with the 
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driver. He smelled strong of liquor. He asked us 
where he could get some beer. We told him we 
didn’t drink because we were Christians. I asked 
him if he was a Christian. He stopped the truc 
and began crying like a baby. Said his mother had 
been praying for him a long time. | told him tl 
Lord Jesus would save him if he would only as 
Him. Then he wept bitterly and told us that he had 
killed a man while working on the railroad. H 
said God would never save a murderer. | told hi 
of Paul, how he had been saved. I asked the ma 
to let me drive and he consented. I drove up on to 
the truck and told the man to get 
out and get on his knees and ask God to save hin 
He fell upon his knees right there and begged Go 
to forgive him and save his soul. Then he leaped t 
his feet, sobered and born again, and began praising 


of a hill, stopped 


God that he was no more a servant of sin, but 
child of God. We got back to school at 12:40 a.m 
praising God, too, because He had let us show 
poor sinner “the way Home.” 


( Name withheld but will be given on request ) 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 














The Tithe 
God's Big Windows 


“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out 
a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it.”” (Malachi 3:10). 


What an opening for abundant blessing! Did 
vou ever consider how big a window God can open? 
Look up into the sky and try to visualize God's 
windows. Do you realize that God does not mak« 
the same use of windows that we do? He does not 
open them to let out the bad air; the air of heaver 
must be very pure and sweet refreshing at al 
times. He does not use them to let in fresh air, it i 
not needed. God only uses the windows of heaven t 
pour out blessing. And here He is saying throug! 
His prophet, Malachi, that for the Tither the bless 
ing is so great the Tither cannot possibly provid 
room to receive it all. 


And that is literally true. | have questioned hun 
dreds of ‘Vithers—ves, thousands-—and without ex 
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ption, where they were really tithing and keeping 
careful account of it, they were enthusiastic in 
e multiplied blessing they had received. There 
is One instance where a young man was charging 
his tithe a monthly contribution to the support 
t his invalid grandmother. He was deceiving him- 
lf; it was not tithing and he was not happy in it. 
\nother case was a farmer who had a tenant to 
whwm he had loaned a hundred dollars, at 8°% in- 
erest, and had taken a mortgage on his crop. The 
nant contracted a lingering illness; grass and 
weeds overran his crop and it failed. The farmer 
charitably canceled the note, but made the mistake 
f charging it to his tithe. No wonder he said to 
me. “Brother, | have not found it so!’”’ The Lord 
had not prospered him. He was charging to the 
Lord a business loss. 


Here’s a good rule. If there should be any doubt 
is to whether an item is chargeable to your Tithe, 
vive the Lord the benefit of the doubt. You will 
never lose anything by it. You can’t outgive God! 
Just try it. —W.CS. 


LIQUOR 


Catholic Cardinal Bans 


Bingo And Liquor 


Cardinal Stritch has ordered bingo and other 
gambling stopped in the Chicago area at carnivals 
ind other benefit parties of Catholic churches, ac- 
cording to the Chicago Daily News of August 16, 
1951. Parish committees, it was also learned, have 
een told the sale of liquor, beer or wine will not 
ye permitted at church affairs. 


“The stand against gambling and liquor was 
made known to pastors in a special communication 
trom Cardinal Stritch The communication to 
the pastors said that all gambling at benefit pro- 
yrams is condemned.” Civic Bulletin. 


Keely Institute Finding 


A recent age study of Keely patients shows that 
83°, began drinking when they were below 20, and 
7.4% between 21 and 25. The average alcoholic has 
een drinking to excess for about 7 years. Patients 
ver 40 constituted 68.5%, of the number treated, 
with 25.2°;, between 31 and 40. 


New Jersey Temperance News. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


This is the twenty-fifth of a series of articles by 


J.V.N. Talmage, B-E. 


Strange Animals Of 
Ante-diluvian Times 


In ante-diluvian times the earth was divided into 
the same climatic zones as now with animals ad- 
justed to each zone. When the zone oscillated with 
an undulating movement, the animals instinctively 
followed the climate which brought them the en- 
vironment for which they had been fitted by God. 


When the hunters scattered in the life-time of 
Adam, they followed the animals they preferred as 
diet, but as hunters multiplied and free movements 
were impossible without trespassing on the domain 
of others, the hunters changed their diet with the 
changing fauna. When animal bones are found in 
the same context as the artifacts of the hunters, pre- 
historians can sometimes date the find by the climate 
of the fauna. 


Animal life has been fitted by God to adapt it- 
self in a limited manner to changing environment. 
Sometimes the change indicated by fossils is greater 
than what most Christians think of as natural adap- 
tation, and they suspect the special intervention of 
Providence. So far as | have been able to discover, 
there is as yet no easy way of placing an exact divid- 
ing line between natural adaptation and special in- 
tervention of Providence. Atheists of course reject 
any theory of Divine intervention, and often in- 
stead, advance the counter-theory that the climatic 
changes of the glacial ages caused the development 
of new species. They of course cannot explain the 
cause of this any more than they can explain the 
cause of the “Ice-ages” and mountain-building. That 
however, does not embarrass them for they are the 
most gullible people on earth when it comes to be- 
lieving any theory that is opposed to Christianity. 


During the climatic changes faunal migration was 
not always possible because of natural barriers such 
as a mountain range or large bodies of water. In 
such case animal mortality was great and some spe- 
cies disappeared. We will have much to say in the 
second series about the destruction of elephants and 
hippopotomi which the earliest European hunters 
chased. The sudden rise of mountains brought ter- 
rible destruction to tropical animals, for mountains 
always rose in the tropics. Many species became ex- 
tinct in the Flood of Noah and others had their 
habitat greatly limited. 


When there was a return migration due to a 
complete oscillation of climate, animals often re- 
turned to their former habitat, but the climate was 
never exactly the same as before, and some species 
of animals failed to survive the return trip, and in 
place of these, other species invaded the district. 
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Thus the collection of animals or fauna was never 
the same from one stadia to another, and prehis- 
torians can date some finds by the collection of bones 
if there are enough varieties. In the plains of Meso- 
potamia, this variation of fauna has not been men- 
tioned. Evidently the early posterity of Adam who 
remained in Mesopotamia did little hunting. 


Some of the ante-diluvian animals most often 
mentioned were mammoth, woolly rhinoseros, cave 
bear, cave lion, saber-toothed tiger, giant sloth, 
giant-deer, large bison, etc. These belonged to the 
colder regions. In Africa there were the hipparion 
(three-toed horse short-necked 
giraffe), deinotherium (a kind of elephant), pelo- 
rovis (a gigantic sheep-like animal). All these be 
came extinct during the Flood of Noah, except per- 


chalicotherium 
haps the giant sloth. 


The Main Objection To Union 


By Pau t D. HaAstTINGs 
REIDSVILLE, N. C. 


Evervone will agree that an organic union of the 
Southern, Northern and United Presbyterian 
Churches in numbers only without a corresponding 


be a union 


unity in doctrines and works would not 
but a TRAGEDY. Therefore the only way in which 
we can find out if there will be unity in doctrines 
and works is to study the present views, leadership, 
policies and programs of the Churches and see how 
they are alike and in what ways they differ. Since 
the Northern Church is nearly four times as large 
as our Southern Church it is reasonable to assume 
that the present views, leadership, policies and pro 
grams of the Northern Church will be that of the 
United Church. For that reason it is certainly the 
part of wisdom for the members of the Southern 
Church to study the Northern Church in every de 
tail and see if we would be happy and satisfied in 
such a Church. 


As one studies and compares the Southern and 
Northern Presbyterian Church they see many FACTS 
and much evidence which shows not only a great 
difference in leadership, policies and programs, but 
also a difference in views, customs and problems 
that would keep an organic union between the two 
Churches from ever being a harmonious and fruit 
ful one. It also brings about a strong conviction 
that our Southern Church can do a much more 
fruitful and efficient work in the building of the 
Kingdom of God by remaining just as we are, one 
of the strongest denominations in the world for our 
size. 


Also from such a study, the thing that causes the 
greatest concern and the main objection to unton, 1s 
the vast amount of evidence which shows very clear- 
ly that as a whole the views, leadership, policies and 
programs of the Northern Church are much more 
liberal than in our Southern Church. 
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The most outstanding example of the liberal 
trend of the Northern Presbyterian Church was in 
1923 when New York Presbytery ordained some 
young men who in their examinations before Pre 
bytery refused to affirm their belief in the Virgi 
Birth of Christ, the full Deity of Christ, the V 
carious Atonement or the infallibility of the Scriy 
tures. The 1923 General Assembly of the Norther: 
Church instructed the Presbyteries not to ordai! 
men who did not afhrm to the above-mentioned doc 
trines. As a PROTEST TO THIS ACTION OF THEIR 
(GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1,260 ministers of the Nor 
thern Church met in the City of Auburn, N. Y 
and drew up a statement, which they all signed 
stating THAT IN THEIR OPINION A MAN DID 
NOT HAVE TO BELIEVE THE ABOVE-MENTIONED 
DOCTRINES (THEY CALLED THEM THEORIES) IN 
ORDER FOR HIM TO BE ORDAINED AS A MINISTER IN 
rHE NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AND TO 
ENJOY THE FULL CONFIDENCE AND FELLOWSHIP 
OF THE CHURCH. This statement has since beer 
known as the Auburn Affirmation. 


WHAT DID THE NORTHERN CHURCH DO ABOUT 
rHIS DENIAL OF THE BASIC FOUNDATION DOCTRINES 
OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH BY 1,260 ORDAINED MIN 
ISTERS OF THEIR CHURCH? NOTHING. They gave 
many of them responsible positions on the various 
Boards and Agencies of the Church and some were 
even elected to the highest honor and position which 
the Church could give, that of Moderator of the 
General Assembly. None of them were ever called 
before any of the courts of the Church for trial or 
censure. WHAT OTHER CONCLUSION CAN ON! 
COME TO THAN THAT THE POSITIONS AND INFLI 
ENCES OF THESE MEN WERE SO GREAT THAT THI 
NORTHERN CHURCH WAS NOT ABLE TO DO ANY 
rHING WITH THEM FOR THE BREAKING OF THEIR 
ORDINATION VOWS AND DENIAL OF THESE GREAT 
DOCTRINES OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ? FROM THAT 
DAY ON THE LIBERALS HAVE BEEN IN CONTROL O} 
rHE NORTHERN CHURCH. 


To give you an example of how true this is | 
want to give in full a featured article from the Mav 
1953 issue of The Presbyterian Tribune which is 
published in the Northern Presbyterian Church, It 
is written by Leo Alvin Gates, an ordained ministet 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church, and who 


lives in West Valley, N. x. 
OUOTE 


Presbyterian Union 
By Leo ALvin GATES 


talic emphasis ours. H.B.D. 


The writer is a sincere “ecumenical.” He de- 
plores the divisions amongst those called Christians. 
He echoes heartily the sentiment of the Jewish poet 
who wrote, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity,”’ aware that 
that Psalmist held as brethren only his own “kind” 
racially, religiously. He goes along with the Apostle 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
































Paul in his exhortations to the Christians in Co- 
rinth to “‘be of the same mind”’; with the author of 
the Fourth Gospel when he puts in the mouth of 
lesus a prayer “that they all may be one’; i.e., all 
those that believe in Jesus. He hates those things 
hat divide not only those that are called Chris- 
tians, but those that are not—race pride and pre- 
udice, national pride and jealousy, class pride and 
envy, intellectual pride and opinionatedness, per 
sonal pride and selfishness, men’s guilty failure to 
love God with their whole heart, mind and 
strength, and their neighbors—as Jesus defined 
neighbors—as themselves. And he hates ignorance, 
especially the ignorance that sets itself up as in- 
fallible truth. The writer wishes that Roman Cath- 
lics and Protestants would unite—but not on the 
basis of Protestants renouncing their protestantism 

their “testimony” to the Gospel—for embracing 
which they were ejected from the Roman Church. 
He wishes that Anglicans and Episcopalians and 
Methodists would get together; but not on the basis 
of Methodists renouncing that evangelical fervor 
that is their glory, or of Episcopalians demanding 
to be a State Church. Not to multiply instances, he 
wishes Presbyterians, “North,” “South” and 
“United” (we use the misnomers for convenience ) 
would get together; but not on the basis of the the- 
ology and biblicism of John Calvin and the West- 
minster Divines the theology of present-day 
‘Fundamentalists.’’ And THAT seems to the writer 
the proposed basis. That is the meat of the “Plan 
of Union.” 


Knowledge has considerably increased since the 
days of Calvin and Westminster. ] remember hear 
ing one who ts a member of the Committee on Re- 
union say that he could not be sure of the authen- 
ticity of a single legend of Jesus! Historical criticism 
has demolished, for all who can lay any legitimate 
claim to intelligence of the Bible, the dogma of in 
fallibility. ‘Vhe science of astronomy, geology, bio- 
logy, physics have remade our ideas of the world we 
live in, its size, shape, age, origin, of God’s method 
in creating life, sub-human and human. Yet it is 
proposed to unite three Presbyterian Churches on 
the basis of a reaffirmation of the Westminster Con- 
fession, which states that God made the world out 
of nothing IN SIX DAYS. 


Only a few months ago, with great fanfare, a re 
vised translation of the Bible was set forth. The 
writer gave the address at one of the hundreds of 
union services introducing it. Who that will read 
this article does not know that the first great task 
of the translators was to agree on a TEXT TO TRANS- 
LATE—a Hebrew text for the Old Testament 
(Aramaic in small parts), a Greek text for the 
New. Yet the Plan of Union asks us again to affirm 
that “the Old Testament in Hebrew and the New 
Testament in Greek” were by God’s singular care 
and providence ‘“‘kept pure in all ages!” That de 
spite the tens of thousands of variations in the man 
uscripts scholars must use in their attempt to arrive 
at an ‘“‘authentical” text. (See Ch. I, Sec. VIII). 
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And because the scholars appointed to make this re- 
vision were honest and intellectually competent and 
correctly translated a Hebrew word in Isaiah 7:14 
‘“voung woman,” they have been reviled. Our three 
Churches are being asked to unite on a Plan of 
Union that reafirms this utterly discredited item of 
faith. 

We are asked again to affirm that “by the decree 
of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some 
men—are foreordained to everlasting death.”’ Can 
it be that any today who believe that “God is love” 
can also believe THAT? Does John 3:16 state the 
Gospel, or are we to say that God won't let some 
men “believe” in Jesus? 


Our generation needs Christ—desperately. It 
needs his mind on brotherhood. The three Presby- 
terian Churches involved in this Plan of Union 
need his mind—the mind he expressed on race bro 
therhood, when he drove the oxen and sheep out of 
the Gentile court of the temple, indignant that the 
priests had turned the Gentile court into not only) 
market, but worse — stable! — and insistent that 
God’s house be a house of prayer for all peoples. 
Let Presbyterians, “North” and “South,” get to- 
vether on a program of non-segregation! The world 
needs the mind of Christ on the matter of war— 
the mind of him who insisted that men should love 
their enemies, who rejected the sword as an instru- 
ment for a better world; but let us not say again 
that ‘Christians may now, under the Gospel, wage 
war.” The Plan of Union comes certainly close to 
denying the right of “conscientious objectors,” if it 
does not actually do so. ““They who, upon pretence 
of Christian liberty, shall oppose any lawful power 

whether civil or ecclesiastical, resist the ordin- 
ance of God.” This is not the mind of Christ, or of 
Peter, or Paul. We glory in them BECAUSE they re- 
sisted “lawful power.” 


Divisions in the Church have frequently, if not 
always, had their source in the attempt to enforce 
uniformity of belief, rather than looking for single- 
ness of purpose, common loyalty. Jesus seems not to 
have set the same test. We have reports that he was 
asked: ““What must I do to have eternal life ?”” The 
reply was always in terms of action, loyalty, life. In 
the earliest evangelistic work of the apostles the test 
was simple, the creed short—‘‘Jesus is Christ.”’ 
Faith in him was commitment. One tries to imagine 
Peter, or Paul pondering the Plan of Union! One 
tries to imagine Jesus, who was so selective and un- 
orthodox in his use of the Jewish Scriptures, facing 
the Westminster affirmation of scriptural infalli- 
bility. 


Why must we propose union on this basis? Each 
of those Churches has repeatedly amended the Con- 
fession, thereby professing its unacceptability, even 
though previously fortified with proof texts! It is 
community of purpose that unites men. Let us unite 
to present Christ to the world, not on the basis of 
agvreement on ‘“‘yodhs and tittles.” 


END QUOTE 


























































Could anyone go very far beyond the above state- 
ments in showing a total denial of the Bible as the 
Word of God and the fundamental basic truths 
upon which the Christian Faith is founded? When 
such men as this and the member of the Committee 
on Union mentioned in the article, object to the 
WATERED-DOWN statements in the plan of union as 
being too conservative, what is to keep them from 

thing the Confession of Faith now in the plan 

en more liberal any time that they want to do so, 
after union takes place? NOTHING, since they can 
outvote us 4+ to 1 and it will take only a vote of 
two-thirds of the Presbyteries to make any changes 
they want to in the Confession of Faith. (It now 
takes a three-fourths vote of the Presbyteries in our 
Southern Church). 


An amazing thing is this, when anyone looks at 
the Auburn Affirmation and the abundance of other 
evidence like the above article which clearly shows 
that the Northern Presbyterian Church is much 


more liberal in every way than our Southern 
Church, and states that simple FACT, immediately) 
they are accused of “taking a holier than thou atti- 
tude” or of “judging their Christian brothers.” 
Certainly it is the responsibility of every minister 
and officer in the Southern Presbyterian Church to 
make a careful and detailed study of the Churches 
and all that is really involved in this proposed plan 
of organic union with the Northern Church. To 
face and act upon the facts that they find in such a 
way as to believe that they are following the lead- 
ing and guiding of the Holy Spirit and doing what 
is best for the Southern Presbyterian Church as a 
Church and for the building of the Kingdom of 
God as a whole. 


This I have tried to do in an openminded and 
Christian spirit. The result is a strong conviction 
that to enter into such an organic union would be 
the most tragic thing that our Church could do. 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JULY 26 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Growing In Christ 


Background Scripture: Luke 2:52; Ephe- 
sians 4. Devotional Reading: Ephesians 
3:14-21. 


Our Devotional Reading is one of Paul’s most beautiful prayers, and | feel that we should spend a while 
looking at some of his petitions, for he never wastes time or words on unimportant matters; he prays for 


yreat blessings, and we can learn much from the inspired apostle. He is coming to the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, and he does not hesitate to ask for the 
Christians at Ephesus the richest of God's gifts. There is an inexhaustible storehouse from which he can 


draw; the riches of his glory, and from this supply 
all their needs may be met. 


‘To be strengthened with might by his Spirit in 
the inner man.” The “inner man,” the hidden man 
of the heart, is the real man. These bodies are but 
the houses in which we live. It is the soul of man 
that counts. Many a man with a strong body has 
been weak within; Samson was a strong man physi- 
cally, but weak within, and this weakness was his 
undoing. Many a frail body has housed a mighty 
spirit. The apostle seemed to be weak in body, but 
no man ever lived who had a bigger and braver 
heart. Spiritual strength is a gift from God and 
Paul coveted this for the Christians at Ephesus. 


“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” 
It is Christ in us which is the hope of glory. Paul 
rejoiced in the fact that Christ dwelt in him, and he 
desires the same thing for them. As many as re- 
ceived Him, John tells us, to them gave he the 
power, or right, to be the sons of God even to them 
that believe on His name. It is through faith that 
Christ comes into our hearts. Behold | stand at the 
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door and knock; if any man hear my voice and open 
the door, | will come in to him and sup with him 
and he with Me. Faith is opening the door and 
letting Him come in. 


‘Being rooted and grounded in love.’ Paul is 
often thought of as the “apostle of faith” but the 
most beautiful Hymn of Love ever written was 
written by him (see | Cor. 13), and here he prays 
that their very souls may be rooted and grounded in 
Love. Faith works by love and Love is the constrain- 
ing power in the Christian’s heart for the Love of 
Christ constraineth us as Paul says in II Corin- 
thians 5:14. 


“Able to comprehend,” or strong to apprehend. 
He prays that they may be able to take in something 
at least of that love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge. There are some things which we cannot fully 
apprehend; some things which we cannot measure; 
and the love of Christ is one of these; it is too big 
for human minds to grasp, but we can understand 
something of its wonderful character. 
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“That ye may be filled with all the fullness of 
God.” Here is the climax of his prayer. How can 
the fullness of God enter our poor souls? Yet he 
loes ask for just this, Who but an inspired man 


yuld make such a prayer? 


“Him that is able.” How often Paul reminds us 
f the infinite ability of God to do for us far more 
than we can ask or think! He, like the Old Testa- 
nent prophet, knows that there is nothing too hard 
for God. Our blessings are not limited by God's 
bility to supply them, but by our inability, or un- 
willingness to ask or receive. The prayer ends with 
these words: “Unto Him be glory in the church 
yy Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without 
end. Amen.” 


Taking this prayer as a background let us turn 
to the subject for today ; Growing in Christ. There 
ire three words which I wish to use in discussing 
the lesson: Unity ; Diversity ;Growth. The thoughts 
about all three overlap each other, but may help 
some to get the lesson that Paul is stressing in this 
chapter. 


1. Unity: 4+:1-6 (and elsewhere ) 


The Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. In 
order to have this unity there must be certain graces 
in the heart to start with—the soil must be good; 
Lowliness and meekness with longsuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love. These beautiful graces 
in the soul will prepare us for real unity. 


He then enumerates some of the tremendous facts 
which make us a united Body of Believers. There is 
One Body. Vhe Lord Jesus Christ is One Person 
and the Church is His Body. There is One Spirit. 
Every Christian is born of that Spirit. If we have 
not the Spirit of Christ, we are none of His. There 
is One Hope of our calling; it is the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. We are called out of a world 
without God and without Hope unto a living Hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
No others have such a Hope. There is One Lord; 
the Lord Jesus Christ. No man can serve two mas 
ters. We do not have two. There must be but One. 
One Faith; the faith that lays hold upon Jesus 
Christ and relies upon Him alone for salvation, for 
we are saved by grace through faith, and that not 
of ourselves; it is the gift of God. One Baptism; the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, Who regenerates us, 
fits us for service, guides into all the truth, and fills 
us with power. One God and Father of all; the 
Father of mercies and God of all grace; the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. How can any- 
one doubt the Unity of the Church when all these 
evident facts bind it together? The world may look 
at the Visible Church with its many branches and 
divisions and say, Look how the Church is split up, 
but when we look beneath all this and see the “Holy 
Catholic Church” in which we profess to believe, 
then we see that the Church is ONE. The lesson 
which we ought to learn is this; Show our Oneness 
by our Love for all the Brethren. 
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Il. Diwersity: 7-11 (and elsewhere) 


But unto every one of us is given grace according 
to the measure of the gift of Christ. Men like to 
turn out great quantities of products all made in 
one mold; God likes to have diversity in what He 
makes. He does not make everything in a certain 
mold; animals, plants, even the leaves on the trees 
and the snowflakes have many varieties. In the 
Church He has all sorts of people, diverse from one 
another; apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, 
teachers. In the apostolic band no two men were 
alike. 

Is it carrying this thought too far to suggest that 
He needs all the different denominations in the 
Church? There are those who want just one church 
organization and by this means show our unity. 
Perhaps God is saying, I need a variety of church 
organizations in the One Church; do not try to 
make all Christians be of one mold as far as or- 
ganization is concerned, but cooperate with each 
other and love each other; work together as differ- 
ent regiments in one army with one flag and one 
Commander. | believe that each denomination has a 
place and some special thing that they bear witness 
to. If I could, I would not want to make all Chris- 
tians bear the label of Presbyterian, although I have 
a great love for our own Church. I enjoy worship- 
ping in some other church and learning from them. 
I listen to messages on the radio by my brethren in 
other churches and get inspiration and a blessing 
from them. By our absence of jealousy or ill-will, 
and by our love and cooperation let us prove to the 
world that we are diverse in many ways but not 
divided. 


The above paragraph may seem somewhat apart 
from the teaching of the apostle. The main thought 
is that in the Church there are diversities of gifts 
and operations. Paul develops this in other places 
and it would be well to compare what he says with 
the lesson today. (See Romans 12:4-8; I Corin- 
thians 12). There is harmony in the Church, just 
as there is harmony in an orchestra, but there are 
many different instruments. There is a place and 
a work for all of God’s children in the Great Fam- 
ily, but let us not try to make all the children alike 
in their dispositions and abilities. In most families 
no two children are just alike. 


Ill. Growth: 12-32 
(and throughout the chapter). 


These divisions overlap each other and are by no 
means clearly marked. 


What is the Purpose of the Unity and Diversity ? 
It is for the GROWTH of the Body of Christ, 
(the edifying, or building up of the Church). 
United in all vital points and yet with vast differ- 
ences in gifts we are to grow up into Him in all 
things. What are some of the Rules of Growth, if 
| may call them by that name? 


Speaking (or holding) the Truth in Love. ‘Truth 
and Love form a most marvelous combination. Both 
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are great gifts in themselves, but when united they 
are almost irresistible. When the Good Samaritan 
found the wounded man by the roadside he poured 
in oil and wine and bound up his wounds. These 
were the two ordinary medicines used for “first 
aid’ in Eastern countries. “The wine (alcohol) 
would cleanse and disinfect, and the oil would 
soothe and aid in healing. We are living in a world 
that is sick and wounded by sin. Truth and Love 
are like the wine and oil; truth to reveal to men 
their sin and need and supply the remedy; Love to 
win them to the Saviour from sin. 


This Growth is a double process. There must be 
a “putting off,” and a “putting on.” 


Chere are some things which must be put oft, or 
put to death. (see Colossians 3). We are not to 
walk as other Gentiles walk. There can be no 


growth where sin is allowed to remain, for sin is 
like a disease; it keeps down any real growth. A 
child cannot grow if there is poison in the system. 
We cannot grow as long as sin dominates the life. 
Paul gives a list of these old sins which we must 
get rid of; lying, anger, stealing, corrupt speaking, 
all giving place to the devil, or grieving the Holy 
Spirit; all bitterness and wrath and clamor and 
malice. You cannot build a good house out of rot- 
ten materials, and in the same way, we cannot grow 
if these sins remain in the heart. 


There are other things which we must “put on”; 
nourish and cultivate. Verse 32 is one of the most 
beautiful verses in the Bible; “And be ye kind one 
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
This verse is filled with vitamins for the soul. Grow 


up into Him. He is OUR PATTERN. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JULY 26 


Within Your 


WorsHip PROGRAM: 


Hvmn—"O Worship The King.” 

Invocation. 

Hyvmn—“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go.” 
Announcements. 

Scripture: Joshua 24:14-25. 

Prayer. 

Offering. 

Hymn—‘‘Saviour, Like A Shepherd.” 


Note to Program Leaders: Invite all the par 


+} 


ents and members of the families. Make it a family 


night). 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


We are delighted to have as our guests the mem- 
bers of our families, for after all, faith is a family 
affair. The Bible speaks of “the household of faith,” 
and the promise to Abraham was that in him should 
“all the families of the earth be blessed,” so we 
should consider the matter of faith within the fam- 
ily circle. Let’s think first of all of the matter of 
family worship. 


I irst Spe ake va 


A house divided against itself cannot stand, and 
certainly the family should be one in the matter of 
worship. Someone has said that too many men put 
their property in their own name and religion in 
their wife’s name, and then refuse to mix business 
and religion. This certainly won’t do much to fur 
ther worship in the family circle. If Dad isn’t for 
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Family Circle 


it, it makes it hard for the rest of the family to 
really enter into family worship. Or if Mother has 
no concern about the things of the Lord in the 
home, then more than likely the matter of famil\ 
worship just won't enter the picture. Joshua was 
very definite in his stand for the Lord in the home. 
He said: ““As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” It was a family affair, and the Father 
spoke for his whole household. We don’t want to 
be too hard on Dads and Mothers, but it is true 
that too often the matter of worship or considera- 
tion of the Lord is left up to the minister and the 
Sunday School teacher, and, even though Dad and 
Mother may go to Sunday School and Church with 
the children, they make no provision for worship in 
the home. We need to get back to the Family Altar. 
We need to have a time for reading the Bible and 
for prayer within the family circle. We need to go 
to Sunday School and Church together, and make 
the worship a family worship both at home and in 
Church. When worship breaks down in the home, 
it will break down in the Church, and when it 
breaks down in the Church it will break down in 
the nation, Let’s draw the family circle around the 
Word of God and before the throne of grace that 
we may worship together in God’s presence. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


We are glad some of the parents and members of 
our families are with us to hear the challenge with 
regard to family worship. But all of us can carry 
the challenge into our homes by simply asking that 
family worship be established, and by inviting other 
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members of our families to attend Church with us. 
Let’s do our part in making the family circle big 
enough to include the worship of God. Now our 
second speaker has a word with regard to family 
witness, 


Second Speaker: 


The fam:'y that worships together will work to 
vether, play together, laugh together, weep together, 
ind the very fact that they are together makes them 
a witness! “ ... That they all may be one ... that 
the world may believe that thou didst send me.” In 
this day when there are so many broken homes, so 
many divided families, so many who do not have 
any interest in family worship in the home or in 
Church, there is tremendous weight in the testi- 
mony of a united Christian family. To find a home 
where God is honored, where Christ is trusted as 
Saviour and obeyed as Lord, is to find a home where 
happiness abides and where love endures. Such a 
home is a witness unto the faithfulness and power 
of God. The story is told of a little girl whose Dad 
and Mother were constantly bickering and quar- 
reling, and in whose home there was never any real 
peace and joy. One day she went to the house of a 
little friend whom she had met in the park. In this 
house everyone seemed to wear a smile. When Dad 
came home he kissed the children and Mother, and 
the whole house seemed to glow with gladness. The 
little girl could not quite understand. She had 
never seen anything just like it, so she said to her 
friend’s father: “My house isn’t like yours. Dad 
and Mommy never smile, and we just don’t have 
any fun together! How can my house be made like 
yours?” Taking her into the front room, the under- 
standing Christian father showed her a little wall 
motto which read: “Jesus Christ is the Head of this 
house; the unseen guest at every table, the silent 
listener to every conversation.”” Explaining just 
what it meant, the man said: “When we invited 
Jesus into our hearts and into our home, He 
brought love and happiness with Him.” The little 
girl dashed quickly out the door, and as fast as 
childish legs would carry her, ran home. As she 
entered the house she cried: “Daddy! Mommy! | 
just found out how to get smiles and love in our 
house, then you won't have to fuss any more! Just 
invite Jesus to come and live with us! He'll make 
us happy!” She had found in a Christian family cit 
cle a witness to the most wonderful truth in all the 
world, that Jesus Christ brings peace and joy to all 
who trust in Him. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Surely if in our homes Jesus Christ were to be 
given first place, our homes would bear witness to 
the glorious truth of the gospel of redeeming grace, 
the fountain of peace and joy. However, there is 
another aspect of this family circle to examine. Our 
closing thought will be with regard to the family) 
circle at work—for the Lord. 
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T hird Speaker: 


Joshua said: “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” The family that really knows the 
Lord and desires to honor Him will seek to serve. 
The motto of the House of Warwick in England is 
simply this: “I serve.’ Surely this should be the 
watch-word of every Christian and every Christian 
home. One of our hymns opens with these words: 
.. ’ We are created in 
Christ Jesus “unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” Our 
calling is to serve the Lord. Paul loved to call him 
self a “servant of Jesus Christ,” and indeed, what 
higher honor could be given than to serve the King 
of kings and Lord of lords. If we are willing to 
give our time, talents and means to the work of 
Christ in and through His Church, then God has a 
place for the whole family. Being a Christian isn’t 
just a matter of saying that we believe that Christ 
died for sins and rose again, but it is a matter of 
believing it to the point of receiving Him into our 
hearts as Saviour and Lord. Works apart from 
faith will not avail, but neither will a faith that is 
empty of works, for “faith without works is dead,” 
and Christ “gave himself for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” The fam- 
ily that worships will witness and work for Jesus 
Christ, that through their labor and love others 
may come to know Him “whom to know aright is 
life eternal.”’ 


“lL serve a risen Saviour 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


“Faith worketh by love,” and as we truly trust 
in Him we will work together to obey His com- 
mands, and to bring the “other sheep” into the 
fold. Let’s earnestly ask the Lord to so come into 
our hearts and homes that our faith and service will 
be a living reality within our family circle. 





“QUESTIONS THAT COUNT” 
THE PRESBYTERIAN U. S. SERIES OF 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
Sunday, July 19, 1953 
Topic: 

“What Is Heaven Like?” 


Rev. John F. Ander- 


son, Jr. 


Consult Local Station 
For lime 


Write For Copies 
Of Messages 














“Tl hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 








Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
| Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
| for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Hour 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Hour is 
heard each Sunday at 9:00 P.M. over WATL 
(1380-Kce), Atlanta, Ga. The broadcast features 
the finest in religious music and a message by the 
Rev. George Scotchmer, Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Galveston, Tex. 


Mr. Scotchmer’s radio sermons are vigorous and 
incisive expositions of the Scriptures, with enough 
practical application to make them pertinent to the 
daily problems of Christian living and with sufk- 
cient evangelistic emphasis to point the unredeemed 
unerringly to the Saviour. With the conviction that 
the real genius and strength of Presbyterianism lies 
in thoroughly Biblical preaching, Mr. Scotchmer 
proclaims the historic Christ-exalting doctrines of 
the Reformed faith from their Scriptural settings. 


This radio ministry, while sponsored by The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, is sustained by the 
prayers and gifts of interested friends. Even in these 
early weeks of the program’s existence, public re- 
action has been most favorable, as indicated by the 
increasing number of letters from listeners who tes- 
tify to spiritual blessing through this medium. 


It is the desire of The Journal to extend the in- 
fluence of the broadcast, not only in the Atlanta 
area, but through other stations in major cities 
throughout the Southland. We shall be happy to 
furnish tapes to responsible persons who may be able 
to secure free time, or who are willing to purchase 
time on other stations for the release of this broad- 
cast. Address all correspondence to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Weaverville, N. C. 





THE TIMELINESS OF PREACHING 
Pastor Pierre Marcel 


Pierre Marcel, one of the leading pastors of the 
French Reformed Church, has set forth the respon- 
sibility of both the pastor and the congregation for 
the preaching of the Word. 


He draws from the Scriptures the proper au- 
thority, nature and reception of preaching. Every 
Reformed and informed pastor will profit from this 
discussion that takes into account the latest theo- 
logical developments on the continent. This was 
translated by students for students at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, and only a few are left. 57 
pages. 50 cents. 


(e.g.) The Characteristics of Timely Preaching: 
(1) Expediency, (2) Forcefulness, (3) Simplicity, 
(+) Vivacity. 

Mimeographed copies available at 50c per copy 
from The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
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SURVIVORSHIP ANNUITIES 


offer these advantages: 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, you as a 
donor to World Missions will receive for 
yourself (or anyone you designate) a 
specified annual income, and that same 
income, if you desire, will be paid to a 
surviving loved one after you have pass- 
ed on. 


Furthermore, these Annuity returns are not 
subject to fluctuations like the income 
from other types of investment. They are 
guaranteed by this Board, which has a 
record of over 50 years of meeting all its 
annuity obligations promptly and in full. 


Another advantage of our Annuity Gift 
Plan is that you can administer your own 
estate, yet still receive a good income 
from your property as long as you or your 
survivor live. Finally, after all the obliga- 
tions of your Annuity Contract have been 
met by our Board, your original gift will 

ised to spread the Gospel in foreign 


We will be happy to give you full informa- 
tion about this Annuity Gift Plan of ours, 
without cost or obligation. Just write: 


” Te Fareigun Misstous a Share” 


POST OFFICE BOX 920, NAGHYVILZ 4, TENN. 
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Women’s Work 


It's An Idea 





\ Presbyterial President speaks to her locals.) 


“| urge each local group to have a retreat. 
Nothing is quite so inspirational. The pamphlet 4 
Retreat Day for Officers may be ordered from the 
Board of Women’s Work, Henry Grady Building, 
\tlanta, Georgia, for 3 cents.” 


Mrs. H. P.) Izora J. \Loore. 
Memos From The Report 
Of A Chairman Of A 


Stewardship Committee 


It is hard to put into a few words what we mean 
when we think of the word “Stewardship.”” When 
| think of stewardship as it relates to Christian Liv- 
ing, to me it is the dedication of ourselves to God. 
In that sentence there are two words which I would 
like to define. 


The first is DEDICATE. We find the following 
definition in my dictionary, ‘““To set apart and con- 
secrate to a Deity or sacred purpose.” “To give 
wholly or earnestly, as to some person or end.” 


The other word is OURSELVES. Can we think 
of ourselves without thinking first of our physical 
selves? In this we must consider action, the ability 
to move, think and function in various ways. Sec- 
ond, we think of our belongings; our homes, with 
the contents (much of which has sentimental value, 
in fact so much so that we cannot think of ourselves 
without these things). Now think! What is your 
most prized possession? Third, and like unto the 
others, is money, an implement by which we make 
life possible for ourselves and our loved ones, It 


gives us those two prime needs of man, a roof over 
our heads and food for our stomachs, 


Now let us go back to the definition of the word 
dedicate. We give ourselves to all sorts of demands; 
family, social, civic and religious activities. But do 
we ever sit down and consider whether or not we 
are giving the proportionate share to God? 


The Bible mentions over and over the tithe to 
be set apart. Do we think of it as two and three 
quarters hour a day of time to be used to further 
God's work, or even the hour and a half of time 
based on the waking hours? You will hear of many 
ways to spend this tithe on our physical selves when 
you hear the reports of the various committee chair- 
men. But, | am asking you this, do we think that 
the ten cents of our dollar to be given to God is 
based on the total income, or determined after we 
have “given to Caesar those things which are 
Caesar’s.’” Have we really studied the charts based 
on these figures which have been presented to us by 
our Churches and the Community Chest organiza- 
tions? Do women lean on ‘What our husbands 
give— forgetting that we have pocket money of 
our own which we use, with no pangs of conscience, 
for many purposes, such as: amusements, beautify- 
ing our homes and ourselves, travel, yes, usually 
some sort of pleasure? And, do we give cheerfully? 
‘The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” Or do we when 
income tax time comes around, examine the figures 
so easily at hand to see whether or not we have 
given so that we can deduct the 10 percent? Caesar 
allows us to deduct 20 percent from our taxable 
income for gifts to Church and Charity. And, do 
we encourage our children to give out of their own 
allowances, so that they can feel that they, too, are 
stewards of their own? 


You see it is hard to put into a few words what 
we mean when we think of stewardship. But, this 
brings me logically to the point where | can give 





price. 





We Invite Your Inquiry 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE Co. — WAUKESHA, WIS. 


GENUIVE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 


rial, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 
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you a report of the SLATE OF THE BUDGET. 


(She then gave the need for a special emphasis ) 


The budget should be meaningful, and I would 
like for it to be as complete as we can make it with 
an emphasis on true stewardship, considering Time, 
Talent, and Tithe. Please give this your earnest 
thought throughout this year—analyzing your in- 
dividual expenditures—looking back at what you 
have received during the past year to see whether or 
not you have returned that small tenth which is 
promised to God. And maybe, next year, you would 
like to request an addition to the budget of the 
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH. 

—Mrs. Arthur Brinkley. 


From STRENGTH To STRENGTH 
“My King And My God” 


(Ps. 5:2) 


Take a flight of fancy with me and just imagine 
that Queen Elizabeth is going to visit your church 
this Sunday. The week’s activities and the planned 
pomp and pageantry of the occasion almost sti igger 
the imagination, There will be those who will rise 
in the “wee hours” before the break of day just to 
have a better vantage point, to see the queen as she 
goes by. Every available seat in the church will be 
taken and standing room will be at a premium. 
Those outside will try desperately to get a fleeting 
glimpse of the royal party. 


Yet, this Sunday there will be thousands who 
will pass the ‘““Temple of the Living God” who will 
not so much as turn their heads to search for the 
“King of kings.’’ There are those who are sick 
body, spirit and soul who will not even reach out 
their hand lest they touch the hem of His garment 
and be healed. 


And how will it be with you, my friend? Will 
you go to church this Sunday and pay homage to 
vour King? Will you bow down before Him in awe 
and reverence, and will you feel His presence in 
vour heart bidding you rise in newness of Life? This 
is the highest honor this world will ever know of, 
to be counted as one of the ambassadors of the 
“King of saints.”’ Ruth Lapham. 


4 1953 Birthday Party 


On the occasion of the Birthday Party of the 
Women of the Church, the Chairman of Steward- 
ship gave a brief discussion on the topic of the eve- 
ning, the birthday objective, Homes For Furlough 
Missionaries. After this there was a three-minute 
presentation by a member of each of twelve circles. 

Since our Church has a special interest in seven 
foreign mission fields and there are four seminaries 


where the homes are to be erected, it was decided to 
have each Circle assume responsibility for one— 
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either a mission field, or one of the seminaries; eact 
would decorate a table with any articles they de- 
sired just so it was significant of the country—or 
representative of the seminaries—give a brief mes 
sage on the field or seminary as related to the birth- 
day objective. 


As we had two members of our congregation wh 
came from foreign lands, we decided to include 
them in our program, One lady from Lebanon had 
a handmade dress from Bethlehem which was very 
beautiful, among other things of interest. She was 
able to give us a very graphic account of missionary 
work in her country. The other was a Chinese lady 
who gave a very lovely piano solo. This was a di 
gression but we felt it very worthwhile, especially 
since they were new members of our Church. 


It was surprising but all the ladies were able to 
have a most interesting display of linen, trinkets, 
jewel boxes, vases, a pair of dancing dolls in native 
costume in case of Korea. The girl who gave the 
discussion on Korea was dressed in a native cos- 
tume. 


We made no established requirements, each indi- 
vidual Circle was left to secure his or her own 
decorations, All turned out very successfully. 





FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 
Has Anyone Seen Christ In You Today? 


Has someone seen Christ in you today? 

Christian, look to your heart, I pray. 

‘Lhe little things you have done or said — 

Did they accord with the way you prayed? 

Have your thoughts been pure and your words been 
kind? 

Have you sought to have the Saviour’s mind? 

The world with a criticizing view 

Has watched—bur did it see Christ in you? 


Has someone seen Christ in you today? 

Christian, look to your life, I pray. 

There are aching hearts and blighted souls 

Ding lost in sin’s destructive shoals. 

And periaps of Christ their only view 

May be what of Him they see in you, 

Will they see enough to bring hope and cheer? 

Look to your light! Does it shine out clear? 
—Selected. 





“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
Brethren to dwell together in unity.” Psalm 133:1 
ID L. Moody said, “A good many people are think- 
ing that we need new churches, new organs, new 
choirs, etc. What the church needs today is the old 
time power the Apostles had. That will bring new 
life.” 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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